| 'D ECLARATION 
- Some Certain Members of the Layity 


CHURCH ENGLAND. 


IE who deſire to be real Chriſtizn Members of the.Church of God in England. t 
_ Cipline, and Worſhip of the Church of Eng/ezd, and are greatly in h__ with Ante _ > ny 
and Holy-days, and Fine Churches, and Organs, and Singing-men, and have been out of Charity with 
all People that would not come to our Churches, and be as we are, yet ſeeing it hath pleaſed God to 
_ ws us the grace of Patience, and to ſeatch into the Dorines and ways of our Diſſenters, to know 
their realons why they would not joyn in unity with us, and have found, that at this time there are 
but three Proteſtant fraternities that diſſent from us and their diſſenting is but in a few Partixular ſmall 
matters, which the word of God neither Commands nor Forbids ; ſo that ſome People that love them 


may uſe them, and they thar love them not may let them alone : (For Conſcience is the ſtomack of the Soul to di 
he ;k of the Body is to digeſt meats, and as every ſtomack is not for all meats, ſo every Conſcience is Done Dodrines) 


2 But ie Grounds and Fundamentals of their Religion is the ſame as ours, that is to ſay, the true Chriſtian __-- i m—_— 
20 the Holy Scriptures, and to ſhow, that there are but three diſſenting fraternities "q as aforeſaid, we have found out theſe 


truths following. 
1. We find now; that the Presbyterians (becauſe they cannot enjoy tythes) are fain to be content with the Contribarti 
of their Church Members, and ſo they and the Independants econ but one fraternity, whereas in tienes paſt 
they have been two ng rd, "np _ _ other againſt Tyrhes, 
2. We find the » to be the ſame allo in their Divine Service, as the Presbyterian, Independants but 
only in this difference, the one Baptize their Infants ; and the other Baptize none, bot Roll wogds Ware” at year 


of Diſcretion, and Profeſs Chriſtianity, | 
3- We find, that divers and ſeveral of thoſe People called Quakers, are alſo very good Chriſtians, and Preach 

true Doctrine according to the Holy Scriptures, and are ſomethi rer than the other Sets, for they ſeeing Tythes 

to be a cauſe, that makes many Profane men get into the Office of the Miniſtry , and likewiſe ſeeing Contributions to be 
a cauſe, that makes many Hypocrites alſo get into the Office of the Miniſtry : They thereforg-Praggh on free coft- to the 


end, neither the Profane men of the one ſide, nor Hypocrites of the otherſide, may for lucre of Wanmapbenefit get into the 
Office of their Miniſtry, and this is done only for Chriſts ſake and the Goſpels,to hip the Minter? pure : -Fc $ heir true Miniſters of 
God did always (in all ages) Preach Repentance unto Sinners, more for Heavens ſake than for an y World profes Yet Gods Prophet: 

Ee DOC Peapl . 


never wanted relief from Godly People in any age. But Cromwel by his Army Perſecuted the People 
gainſt the pride and covetouſneſs of his Clergy, that he ſer up in his time, and God knows many of the Clergy have as much need 
of rebuke, as many of the Laity many times. Moreover we do not nd, that ever any Popiſh Article agaiaft Proteſtants, or any 0- 


ther falſe Do&rine hath been preached among the Quakers, as vulgar people have falſly reported. 


T berefore we declare. 


That it is our Opinion, that ſuch a Voluntary Miniſtry to Preach on free-coſt, as aforeſaid, is of excellent uſe, and. ex- 
ceeding neceſſary to be allowed of in the Church of E lend, (not only for Preaching to poor People, (in poor Tabernacles, 
who cannot pay any thing ſufficiently to maintain a iſtry, nor get Pewes in their Pariſh Churches) but alſo it makes 
F, ghe Learned Clergy to be the more ſober and ſtudious in their places, and thercfore we can think no other but that ſuch 
* Xa free Voluntary Miniſtry are ſent of God, for we remember the Apoſtles were Working-men of ſeveral Trades ( as theſe 
SF arc ) yer we do not believe, that God fent theſe ro hi maintenance, but only to ſeaſon them, that they 
aud the World may know , that the Holy Ghoſt is always among men in the Congregations of the Ri us z Continue 
ally Working People to repentance by his Babes and Sucklings, and not only by the Lauraed nor Wile nor Rich , for 
Chriſt did ſay to his Miniſters,ye are the Salr of the Earth, that is meant,to ſeaſon People with Virtue,by good Example of life as well 
as Doarine,as Salt ſeaſons meat with ſalring it:Yez becauſe Satans malice is alſo always in the World,it is our opini ;that part of e- 
very Miniſtry both Voluntary and Mercenary will be corrupred,but our Saviour hath promiſed, that welball know them by their 


ruits. 
And in regard we now enjoy our own Common Prayer Religion in Peace, we are willing, that all the honeft tender . 
hearted Chriltians among the other three aforeſaid fraternities, may enjoy the ſame liberty ; for we judge it to be a Sin to 


"take up Arms to force Religion, knowing , that God only ( and not man) is the Defender of the only true Religion that 
ly after Gods Commandments, and according to the Doarines Pre- 


came from Heaven, that is, for men to live diligent 
*cepts, and Examples of our Saviour Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles, expreſſed in the new Teſtament ; And we really deſire 
'to have the ſame things uſed in our Divine Service, which the _ Apoſtles both Commanded and Praftiſed : And we 
"think it is neceſſary there ſhould be an Qniformity of ſuch a true Divine Service, as 15 moſt pleaſing unto God, which is 
"found in Holy Scripture to conſiſt of two Principal things, namely, 1. The reading and expounding of the Precepts of 
"Chriſt, and 2ly. The liberty of ſpeaking by the Holy Spirit in decency and order always after Sermon, for if any Perſons 
"have in their minds, any new ſong of Praiſe, or a Pſalm, or a Revelation, or a Prayer, ora Doctrine, or a Reproof to ſpeak 
(in Gods behalf ) unto the People,we ſee no reaſon but they ſhould be permitted to ſpeak. | Es 
And we ſhould be glad if all Pluralities might be aboliſhed, and Tabernacles permitted to be Built in the Suburbs of Lox- 
den, where abundance of Churches are: wanting, and that there may be no wandring to any Brothel or tippling Houſes on 
*the Lords Day, and that all native Proteſtants of E-g/2nd, may have the ſame liberty to meet Worſhip God according to their 
Conſcience, as the Forreign Proteſtants of Eng/azd have, and that all People may be put into Church rin a And that all 
Miniſters of every Congregation may take Cognizance of every one of their Members, how bunch the Day, and that 
all Congregations may always pray for the King, and keep themſelves from Idols. And in there is but three forts of Di- 
"vine Service among Proteſtants, namely, 1. Common Prayer, 2. Sermon, and 3. ary» Saleng woe by the Holy Spirit, we 
* ſhould be content to ſee theſe three things uled in every Pariſh Church, or elſe to havea T le in every Pariſh ( beſides the 
ally in great Pariſhes where People have no room in the Church, for in ſuch great Pa- 


Church)for the Lay-Prophets to ipeak in,ef] 
ry ar ris 07 hat is to fay,the Pariſh Church for the Orthodox Miniſter and the Rich,and a Ta- 


| riſhes there 15 need to be at leaft rwo Congregations,t ? 
* bernacle for the Lay-Prophets and the Poor,and then it will be very like there will not be too many Lay-Preachers, but rather $00. 
few,for when they have liberty we believe there will not be one in Ten Thouſand,that will then undertaketo Preachoan free-coſt,and 


all theſe things aforeſaid, we do really believe to be the very Truth ; and this we ſpeak in Charity to all: Deſiring there may ne- 


yer be any more Perſecutions among Chriſtians, Amer. | | 
| Londow, Printed for the Author F. wright. 1681. 
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Ss. 


cold asit is. is too hot for your Polititions here z you have 

nothing left but a few Tools ready for any work, but 

none to ſet thern a going 3 and without being uſcd they 

will zuſtand be of no uſe, 1 imagine, Thear the Cawſe at 

the laſt 2: complaining, , its Votaries arc purſued 
to, and hunted from their laſt and ſafeſt refuge, the Bed- 
Chambers and Cloſets of Keeping ( I mean proteCting 
Ladies: They have ottimes givzn proof of their Man- 
bord there : By their sKillat clote kghting,as well as Preach- 
ing : They are itil] in Duty ons ws or other ; You know 
a reaghts, whoin a Ladies Farriily improved that pre- 
cept, increaſe and multiply cxtr:amly 3 and fuch effect 
h:4 his DoGrinzs and Uſes upon the Ladies Daughter 
that i: was evic.at by the fruit his fred had been fown 
" Ini good grount. 


cintivre, I mui interrupt you finceit runs in my head 3 


and vindicate that Preacher you ſpeak of; I had the 
Narration from his own Mouth of that affair : Several 
of his Mij./ties Guard having in the night time invaded 
the Ladics Houſe, in ſearch of my Friend, ſhe for his 
ſecurity, Charitablely did take him to her own Bed, and 
left him there with her Daughter, while ſhe waited upon 
the Guard, and had got them diſpatched,in the mean time 
my Friend fell a trembling 3 and the young Lady his Bed- 


fellow out of Charity , could not but cheriſh and embrace ; 


and ſuch effet had her Embraces, that the temptation 
grew too ſtrong to be Refiſted : Nay he gave me inſtances 
of ſeveral Saints who had done the like, even while they 


converſed with none but thoſe in the ſtate of Grace : And 


yet their Saintſhip was never called in qucftion : 
The truth is betwixt you and me ( when Scandal can 
be avoyded } a man inay ſalv4 conſcientid, indulge the 
ficſh a little that way ſo it be done in the fear of God, 
and not with the Daughters of the Land : It is not for the 
entereſt of the Cauſe to deny it. 

Anony, I love thy Invennity 3 T have k:ard what 
ſtrange feats the Ca? has dum. it has Sanltied area” 
ter crimes indeed 3 have not the worit of Murtberers 


heen reputed? R775 > T5 OF Nauze? "* 114de tin Teſt 
% 


of the tincerity of Kc' ; 0 C2 ZI ;zy 1d glve ma. 
ny inſtances to prove this and Tn! mure. Yea Bugs 
gery » Beftiality, -inceſt, Adultery, clatac interei : In your 
Cauſe: But ſhall at this time' forbear. 

Antipre. (hall let you rail onz but do not you think 
that Ladies meet with hard Mcalure to be carrycd be- 
fore Criminal Courts for reccipting honeſt men , who 
have no other retreat, in time of danger # Is ic not 
Barbarity. 

Anony, No,I neither think it hard nor Barbarozs: For 
Women are certainly in this caſe the cauſe of our ruine, 
when they Keep Preachers, who Sow poyſonous ſeed in 
the Land. Andif they might plcad Impunity becauſe 
of their Sex, we ſhould never remove the cauſe of our 
diſturbances, we (ſhould never enjoy peace nor tranquility: 
Your principle of Refi3-nceis fo far improved , that the 
Kings Authority is declined, and a War Proclaimed aginlt 
him3 It is thought Duty ar any rate todeſtroy his Dutifl 
Subjeas 3 and mult Aathority tamely ſuffer IYomen , to 
harbour Inſtruments to put in Execution your bloody 
defignes? This were a Barbarity indeed, but to the Go- 
vernment: Eſpecially whcn your Murthering Martyrs, 
have ſcaled that Principle with their blood, that it is not 
only Lawfil but Duty to Murther his Majeſty and all 
his Servants: A Principle that Humanity , mult blufh 
at, 

Antipre. That is but the principle of a few 3 but may 
not honeſt well-meaning Men be prote&cd ? Who do not 


- 


Preach up Reſiſtance, and whoſe Conſcience will not per- / 


mit them to comply with the times. 

Anony. Authority Protefts honeſt men ; for no Ly 
Man will diſobey the Laws of the Land where hg/”**.» 
and thoſe who obey, their obedience is a furer ar: . 
than a Ladies Chamb*r . Thoſe who arc gf * ealed 
with our T.aws, lc: + m goand ſearch & ter clic 


Fn inted for E, 


A 


where, or ſtand to their hazard at home : But the 
whatcver you may pretend Reſit ance, is the Soul 
whole work, was not your Covcnant that 
Religion, brought fourth and mantained by Ri 
was it not nurſed with, and yet thirlis after C 
blood ? I hope you will acknowledge theſe thing 
they cannot be ſuſpe& of falſhood : We have 
from the principal Standards of the Party 
living inflances of his Majeſties inclination x 
pardon penitent , than punilh obſtinate oftende 
the Intereſt of a few Mcn of broken Eſtates ax 
ſeience. Was the Spring that ated the peopl 
pleaſed 3 but now when the Mobile is left toitfe 
what effe&s furious Zeal in ConjunCtion with iy 
hath produced 3 have not a party of you burnd1 
Renounced their Baptiſims ; committed Adulterier a 
with his Neighbours Wife of late at a Meeting 
rewſtouneſs, retaining.nothing of Saintſhip but 
having all things Common. But you arc not ig 
hundreds of ſuch inftances perhaps not cc 
knowledge. Therefore be ingenuous»contels 
Cheat, you have an Indulgent Prince : And b 
will be the greateſt deſpight you can do the 
truſtrating your hopes. . 
Antipre. aou miſtake me perhaps, amd & 
divulge the Secrets of the Saints 3 Shipwr 
ence, loſe my inward peace, and Break, my Staff of 
Anony. 1 have more Charity than to think” 
principle of Conſcience made you Phanatickz 
ther think you Knave than Fool, for Knaves mi 
and make amends by their aftcr ſervices to the 
inent, but little is to be for hoped from fools, 
vifon of the Party in Fools and Knaves is cxa; 
(as I muſt preſume) Intereſt led you from the 
the ame motive now bring you back 3 t 
ways of living honeſtly, and tho your 
yet your ſafety will caſt the Ballance: You 6 
place of retreat now. | 
Antipre. 1 will bc fo ingenuous as to ackne 
was riever fatished with the methods taken 
I havetold them of their Errors over and ove 
but it would do no good : However you mult p 
to think your Complement but very comrje ; 
motives for my return not at all convincing : 
yet places of retreat even at home, but I can live 
It one Trade fail me I can fall to another. 
Anony. I thought you only dealt in Rebellion, 
have ſaid Relizjon.) But it ſeems you deal ino 
moditiesz pray inform me further. 

_ Amtipre, It is true, the propagation of Religie 
end I aim at, but I uſe not alwayes the ſame me 
Scotland Tam Preacher , in England Pedlcr , in 
I _ in Books. . 

nony. How much pains are you at, to do the Devitp 
—_ s to _ a fm LO 22 ke thice c——_ 

e dilate you to his Majeltics Ad : 

Wilful fir "or J vOcate as an Incendiary z 
Antipre, Then to be alike with you, I ſhall dilate you 
at ournext publick Mecting as an Incorrigable Enemy ta 
God and bis Cauſe; and as a perſon not worthy to live, 
This will be Sentence of Death withour further onal 
than my aFrtion 3 and when ever occaſion offers none | 
of the Yall oy it below him to be your Execus \ 
tioner,fOr this Crime, And , 
you _— will be no —_ __ 
my. 10u talk fo natural] ; : 
would make a Swin tin oy x cat ng 
er, and chi geting witneſs if Occafion ob - 
Canſa Y wogps era - DE means tO promote thi 
c . w going, and it you will mcet 
me 
Fray 2gan to Morrow , we (hal! :)k turther of 


Antipre. Tle not fail to meet you, 


BY 


C. 1682, 


